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Morvern Callar 

Britain         2002          97mins          Cert 15  
 

For director Lynne Ramsay's follow-up to Ratcatcher (1999), she tells a more modern tale about youthful alienation 
rather than one set in the 1970s. The film is based on the novel by Alan Warner and its loosely conceived narrative, 
unlike a conventional story but through a minimal use of dialogue and in a surreptitiously visual manner, follows its 
protagonist Morvern Callar (Samantha Morton) as she tries to get her act together and change her life amidst all the 
desolation with which she's surrounded in the couple of weeks encompassed by the story.  

 

Morvern is a self-centred cockney living in the Highlands who, waking to find her writer boyfriend dead beside her, 
callously disposes of his body, later telling her friends that he has left her. Meanwhile, she finds his suicide note and 
instructions to use his money to pay for a funeral, plus the address of a London publisher where she's to send the novel 
he dedicated to her. Not knowing how to deal with the grief and emotional pain, Morvern wanders aimlessly through the 
city streets. Then, using the money she has lucked into, she travels to Spain with her best friend and co-worker Lanna 
(Kathleen McDermott) in an ultimately unhappy attempt to start life anew. 

 

While it's hard to empathise with Morvern (she doesn't seem to care about anything or anybody) the film nevertheless 
means more than just a youthful character running away from herself - it casts a baleful eye over alienation of the young 
and the class struggle that's current here in Britain. In identifying with her character, the opinion expressed among a 
group of working class youngsters who saw the film at a special screening was the admiring epithet that “Morvern rocks” 

  
           Acknowledgments: Dennis Schwartz, DennisSchwartzReviews.com 
 

“[...] a mesmeric, startling and sometimes baffling movie from Lynne Ramsay [that] announces 
her as one of the most distinctive talents in British cinema” 

 Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian 
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Samantha Morton 
Kathleen McDermott 
Ruby Milton 
Dolly Wells 
Dan Cadan 

Morvern Callar 
Lanna 
Couris Jean 
Susan 
Dazzer 

Director 
Producers 
Screenplay 
Cinematography 
Music Department 

Lynne Ramsay 
George Faber and 8 others 
Lynne Ramsay, Liana Dognini 
Alwin H Kuchler 
Maggie Bazin, Andrew Cannon 

 
 
 

Zoom discussion meeting to take place 
Thursday February 25th from 7.30pm to 8.15pm 

 
Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/92129720990?pwd=dUVJckZ5V0Z2MjllY0dDM3QrL1VPUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 921 2972 0990 
Passcode: TdLvx5 
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