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This month's offering is a cinematic interpretation of Anton Chekov's thoughtful and contemplative study of friends and 
relatives living on a large Russian forested estate. Written ifn 1898, and full of wit and charm, it deals with the great 
themes of the purpose of life, the power of money, beauty and even (advanced for its day) ecology. Many of these ideas 
resonate as much today as they did 123 years ago. 

 

Characterised by director Ross MacGibbon as a 'stage/cinema hybrid', and with an ensemble cast par excellence, the 
adaptation by Conor McPherson is quietly contemporary whilst remaining true to Chekov's original. It features Roger 
Allam as Professor Serebrayakov, an eccentric and selfish control freak married to Yelena (Rosalind Eleazar) who is half 
his age and totally unappreciated. Not only this but without the labours and toil of Vanya (a bravura performance by Toby 
Jones) and his family, he would be homeless. Rich Armitage plays Astrov, the visiting doctor who is handsome and 
charming but losing his life to existential ennui and alcoholism. He is the focus of obsession of both the dissatisfied 
Yelena and young Sonya (Aimee Lou Wood), the latter too shy to tell him of her overwhelming emotions for fear of her 
love being unrequited. The professor's intention to sell off the estate forces Vanya and Sonya in particular to become all 
too aware of their lives wasted in the service of others. 

 

The film benefits from Rae Smith's evocative yet functional set and Ian Dickinson's subtle use of sound. The surprisingly 
frequent use of close-ups makes this a more immersive and intimate experience than most filmed theatre. In addition to 
which, there is no shortage of comic moments amidst the sadder and more sombre scenes - a tour de force emotional 
roller-coaster which serves as a precious panacea for our troubled times. 

 

          Acknowledgements: Rich Jevons, richpickings.com 
                  Reviewed by Rich Jevons at the City Varieties Music Hall, Leeds, Oct 27th 2020 

 

“Chekov's message about provincial lives lived in quiet desperation [while] trying to figure out the 
meaning of life is poignant and heartbreaking. While not sympathetic, the characters are 

vivid and sharp. The acting is terrific, especially Toby Jones as Vanya” 

julie-82, imdb.com 
 

Leading Players 

 

Production Credits 

Roger Allam 
Richard Armitage 
Toby Jones 
Amy Lou Wood 
Rosalind Eleazar 
Anna Calder-Marshall 

Prof. Serebrayakov 
Astrov 
Vanya 
Sonya 
Yelena 
Nana 

Directors 
Producers 
Writers 
Lighting 
Music 
Set Designer 

Ross MacGibbon, Ian Rickson (stage) 
Sally Angel, Sonia Friedman, Billie Shepherd 
Conor McPherson, Anton Chekov 
Bruno Poet 
Stephen Warbeck 
Rae Smith 

 
Zoom discussion meeting to take place 

Thursday June 24th from 7.30pm to 8.15pm 
 

Link: 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74493385147?pwd=ZEczZkNMUU5MbHorWUtWM1k4THVWdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 744 9338 5147 
Passcode: ADFC3X 
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